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TELEGRAM. 

From : Sir Reader BullardTo : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 


Copies to : 


TEHRAN 


• Co* 





C 


C/Cf 


No. 37 


BAGDAD. 

Despatched : 3 * 2*42 14*35 hrs 

Received : 4 * 2*42 08*00 hrs 

Decyphered : 4 * 2 * 42 10.30 hr 8 


✓ 


of 3 . 2 . 42 * 


Addressed to BAGDAD TEL NO, 37 
repeated to Foreign Office No. 163 . 

Following Is repetition of tel No.6 
addressed to Kermanshah January 30 th:- 

Your telegram No.l6* 

Minister of War Informed the Military 
Attache on January ?9th that orders had been 
Issued to Shahbakhts not to carry out any 
executions without reference to Tehran* 
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saVinqram. 
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Prom: H.M.MINISTER, TEHRAN. 


112 . 


To: FOREIGN OFFICE. 
Date; 24th January 1942 


Addressed to Foreign Office No.112 (PI.repeat to Kuiby’ff 


repeated 

ft 


to India. " 

to Ankara. " 


as ray No. 34. 


it 


to Cairo 
to Baghdad 


SAVING " 


tt 


ft 


( 



_ 


¥ 


f 


According to Minister of Foreign Affairs 


Soviet 


/ v 


ha 8 given nermi os ion 


some Persi 


troops to go to MESHED via SEMNAN and holds out some 


hope that the 


REZAIEH may be increased 


2 . 


Turkish Ambassador has received slightly less 


pessimistic report from Turkish Consul at REZAIEH. I hope 
to receive shortly report from H.M.Consul who left TABRIZ 


for REZAIEH January 20th. 


• V 
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\ 
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BULLARD 







SAVING 





Ccrjo 


Prom: H.M.Minister, 


No.: 105 



o.e. fro c. c.i.c.i- 


THERXN. 


To: FOREIGN OFFICE 


Date: 22nd January 1942 



diressed to Foreign Office 
repeated 


t? 


• t 


t» 


ft 


to Kuibysheff 
to Ankara 
to India 
to Cairo 
to Baghdad 


SAVING 

ft 




No. 

tf 

tf 

»• 

♦I 

t» 


105, 

31, 

16, 

50, 

14, 

14. 



/'Y/vi.My telegram No. 103 to Foreign Office. 


I 


am informed by the "inister for Foreign Affairs 
and the Minister of the Interior that they and the Prime 
Minister discussed with the Soviet Ambassador January 19th the 
question of the despatch of Persian troops to disturbed areas 
in the North and that Ambassador renlied as follows:- 


TABRIZ: he could not agree, 

REZAIEH: he had asked for instructions but could not 

promise. 


FHALKHAL AREA: he 

promise. 


was more 


hopeful but could 


take no 


MESHED: 


(where a certain Saulat-al-Saltana is said to 
be in revolt); troops might go to Meshed which 
was not in Soviet occupation but could not go 
via Semnan which is occupied by Soviet troops 
unless he first got permission from Moscow. 


2. Minister for Foreign Affairs points out that only 

practicable route is via Semnan, alternative being via Kerman 
I suggested that the Soviet authorities might be less diffi¬ 
cult after the conclusion of the treaty. 
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British Legation, 

Tehran. 

24th January, 1942. 


/ 


J 4 *- 




V 


vA 




I hare 


honour to refer to your despatch 


2 


(162/3/42) of the 


January 


made 


4 V 


Persian Minister for War 


that British planes 


had been used to droo leaflets was. of course, incorrect and 


Persian Government was asked to oublish a correction* 


Tehran radio and also published 


ftv 


the vernacular press. 


2 . 


The statement of the Minister of War 


also 


inaccurate as to the tenour of the notice issued. 


What was 


ljlt^H | 


said to the Kurds is, as you suggest, shown in the enclosure 
to the despatch from His Majesty's Consul at Kermanshah, 

No. 72 dated the 17th December, of which you received a copy 
.For various reasons, however, I thought it inadvisable to 
ask for a correction of the Minister's statement in this 


respect also. 
3. A cc 


this despatch is being sent to 


Foreign 


Office with a copy of the notice in question. 


Sir K. Cornwallis, K.C.M.G. 

C. B. E., D. 3.0., etc* , 

British Embassy, 

BAGDAD. 


I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 


» 

etc 
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u»:Ma.5 in. 
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PARAP From H.M. Ambassador, 


Direct 


To Sir R. Ballard* TQhrea* 


Bagdad. 


Date . 3.i»t January , .. 194.2 


No . 2 9 


Tune despatched. .1..?• Qftrh Ps * 


2o 


I ^ ^ ^ ^ \ ^ ^ 


Addressed to TEHRAN No# 29 

Repeated to Foreign Office, No. 109* 

Kermanshah, No. 1* 

Kermanshah telegrams 16 and 17 to you. 

From my point of view it iB important that 
Persians should, so far as possible, avoid action likely 
to have unfavonrable repercussions among Kurds in Iraq* 

I don’t know who six men are whose execution is intended 
but if they are prominent chiefs who have been picked out 
for retaliatory punishment, Iraqi Kurds would be 


affected. 


vh/kc 

RND 

JM 


CORNWALLIS. 
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How received : 
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Foreign Office, 
London* 

Copies to : C\0 C. 
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C/C( 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 

BAGDAD. 

Despatched -.29/1/42, 02*30 hrs 
Received: 30/1/42, 08*00 M 


Decyphered : w 


10*40 



i 


No. 


of 28th January, 1942 


Addressed to TEHRAN No. 149 


Repeated to 


Bagdad 
Govt, of 
Angora 
Cairo* 


India 


No. 80. 


Your telegram No. 48* and Bagdad telegram 


Please press the Persian Government to 
communicate their plan for remedying the Kurdish 
grievance* 

There is presumably some danger lest 
Persian military successes against the KurdiBh 
tribes should render the Persian Government less 
disposed to make even reasonable concessions. It 
is most ioqportant that they should make a real 
attempt to reach a settlement. 


2. 


prepared a scheme as 


instructed in paragraph 4 of my telegram 1258 


If so. 


telegraph details 


k. 
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From : British Consul, 


Copies to : 


. C oC 


N«. 7 


IMPORTANT 





•. I|^aa^C^> 



KER14ANSHAH 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 

B AGDA D 


Despatched : 29.1. 0235 


Received : 


29.1. 1930 


Decyphered : 29.1. 2245 


of 29th Jan. 1942. 


Addressed to TEHRAN tel. No.17. 

Repeated to Bagdad for General Iraq. 


ediately preceding telegra 

I am Informed that Iranian 
intend to shoot only six 


mti 


? 


+(w.g.) 

authorities 



Wholesale shootings 
contemplated - at least not at present 
prestme intervention by me unnecessary 


are not it seems, 
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BRITISH LEGATION, 

TEHRAN. 

18th January 1942. 


N o. 22/15/42. 




^ear Chancery, 


•- .' -iA l $ v 

■ o'- \ -'' 

*“ «?■* 
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I December 194#. / - 


Our telegram ITo.516 of 17th 


The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
states that he has tv/ice telegraphed 
to the Persian Minister in BAGHDAD 
instructing him to ask the Iraqi 
Government to try to induce Muhammed 

Rashid to leave Persia and return 
to Iraq. 



Yours ever 


CERY. 


\ 

*. 


The Chancery, 
British Embassy, 
BAGHDAD. 
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Consul* 


Ee rmanshah 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 

BAGDAD. 
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Despatched . 27/1/42 * 20# 00 tars 
Received : 28/1/1+2, 08*30 " 


Decyphered : 


it 


10*30 » 


No. 6 


of 27th January, 1942 






Addressed to TKHESN No* 16 

Repeated to Bagdad, No* 6, for General 
1 Iraq* 

♦Your telegram No* 5 of January 26th* 

Before intervening I am asking British 
ilitary authorities to comfirm report regarding 
Iranian authorities' alleged intention to shoot 
Kurdish prisoners* As intervention on humani¬ 
tarian grounds is likely to be misunderstood, I 
think intervent ion on my part almost certain to 
invite a severe rebuff and that such action woul< 
strengthen Iranian G*0.C. *s suspicions that H*M*< 
is supporting Kurds and are placing obstacles in 
Iranian Govt* *s efforts to restore order* 






Assuming demarche 


not 


Iranian Ministry 

think shoo tine 


could best be averted if unofficial friendly hints 
were given to Iranian O.C* Senna* through 0*C* 
British troops there? In that way there would 
be less likelyhood ++ ^ 


resent 




ing Iranian +* 
interference 




Pending your feply 1 am taking 





















No. 1 . 
2/4/42) 


HIS Majesty’s Representative in Turkey presents his compliments 

to H.M. Ambassador, Bagdad, 

and has the honour to transmit herewith copy of the under-mentioned 


paper, 


Angora, 14th January 1942 


/i> 




Reference to previous correspondence: 

Angora telegram No# 2 Saving of 14th January 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. 


To Foreign Office, P.L. No*9, 
dated 14th January 1942. 


Subjeot. 


Encloses Note from Turkish 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
concerning activities of disturb 
ing elements in Western Iran. 







. 




1 






til. 





(Similar letter to Tehran, Cairo, 

India* 


( 2 / 4 / 42 ) 

His Majesty’s Representative in Turkey presents his compliments 
to His Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour 
to transmit herewith copy of the under-mentioned paper. 


14th 



, 19 



Reference to previous correspondence 


Angora Itlegw no.94 of 34th 



Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. 


Subject 



note 

of Foreign 
BO.20516 O., 





Activities of dletarblng 

In w 






(Similar letter to 


Oelro») 
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How received 
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TELEGRAM. 



Foreign Office, 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 


London* 


BAGDAD. 


tfoc. 


J9ic 


c id 



J# 


despatched : 22/1/42, 05*20 hrs. 


Received : 23/1/42, 14.00 


It 


V 


Decyphered : 2i|/1/42* 10«40 


it 


t 


84 


of 21a"t Janoary, 1942 


Addressed to TEHRAN No. 116 


* ft 


A A W./ 


ft # ft 


Repeated to Angora, 149* 

Knibyshev, 130, 
Govt* of India, 
Bagdad, 84 
Cairo, 384* 

n• ^x)*. *&>. 


1349 


l -a Ci> . 


4 - 

* * J r 


I 




Tour telegram No. 76* 

- -4 * J X • l/j J *.l 


tt J rt. 


^ ^ ^ -aft* * • 

Following is summary of a note which I 


have sent to the Soviet Ambassador on Janoary 21st 


^ 1 


Kurds, Armenians and Assyrians at Rezaieh 


are reported to have formed a committee with the 


object of expelling Persian Govti Officials and seV 


ting; op Independent local Govts, in their place. 


Disorder end number of mnrders are said to have 
occurred as a result of which the. Persian Governor, 


officials and about 400 residents have fled. 


The Soviet Government will agree that 



ost desirable that publio order and security 
should be maintained throughout Persia* If law¬ 


lessness were allowed to develop unchecked our two 
governments might be obliged to intervene to restor 
and 


aintain order, thus immobilizing considerable 


numbers of troops who 
elsewhere. 



ight be urgently needed 


snoh as 


Moreover, the spread of the disturbances, 
ight result if the Persian Govt* were not 


in a position to maintain law and order, might 
well affect the security of the routes by which 
essential 



Soviet Union. 


illtary supplies are being sent to the 

There can, indeed, be little doubt 


that serious disorders in the Persian provinces 


of Azerbaijan and Kurdistan would affect the 


amount of military material reaching the Soviet 


Union through north-west Persia. 


5. 


H*M* Government 


oreover, feel bound to 


bear in mind that the Turkish Government 


continue 


receive reports from Tabriz and Rezaieh 


of further disorders 


seriously disturbed 


developments so near to their frontiers. 


In 


view of the interest expressed 


Stalin during 


CW/SMX/JP 


Govt 


conversations in encouraging the Turkish 


maintain their position 




against Germany, I feel 


should point out 




according 


Knatchbull-HugessenMm, Mu 


anxiety over the situation in Persian Kurdistan is 


at present the chief obstacle to the improvement 


of Turko-Soviet 


Owing to her geo- 


iW 






\ -J 

A 


graphical position Turkey T is vitally interested in 


maintenance 


in Persian 


/Azerbaijan. 



I 


/ 


I I / K i 


if v 


t 






• • * # 


• j 


~ v: .• a />Oi * 



j 


Azerbaijan. it is, therefore, moat [desirable that Turkey’s 
fears on this score shonld be allayedB lest if they continue 
they should react on her whole policy as regards the war « nd 
even undermine her determination to resist a German attack. 


t 


6. H.M.G* xobbeESooc that it is clearly the duty of the 

Persian Govt, to maintain internal security throughout the 

whole country* They understand, however, that the Soviet 
Govt* have not felt able to allow the Persian Govt, to send 
troops or to reinforce the gendarmerie in the areas occupied 
by the Soviet troops while the local authorities at Tabrizan 
were ordered to reduce police in these towns by one half* 


Or 


recognise 


Rezaieh 


7* ' If this is indeed the case I would suggest for 

consideration of the Soviet Government that since it is the 


duty of the Persian Govt* to restore order, they should be 
allowed to maintain as many police and gendarmerie in 
Azerbaijan and Kurdistan as they consider necessary, and 
should be allowed to discipline them with a reasonable 
number of'troops* It also seems desirable that the Soviet 
authorities in these areas should be instructed to coooerat 


Persian authorities in restoring order* 


instructed to cooperate 


A I 


8* 


In requesting that 


Ambassador 


. V 


convey this suggestion to his government, the note adds that 
the foregoing policy has been followed in British occupied 
areas* Finally as regards the Turkish Govt*, H»K* Ambassador 
at Angora has been Instructed to suggest to them that they 
should approach the Soviet Govt, direct in matters of this 

kind* • ' - - : - T 
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From : Sir R.Bullard, 

A 

TEHRAN. 

Copies to : Co c 

/9oC 

c/c c 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 

BAGDAD 


No. 29 


Despatched : 22*1,42. 15,00 hrs 

Received : 22.1.42 21.00 hrs 

Decyphered :23.1.42 11*35 hrs 



of 


22 . 1 . 42 . 


Addressed to 



REIGN OFP 
ease pass 

No 



repeated to Angora 

Bagdad, 

Cairo* 


to Govt. 
40) 



India 


Kuibyshev. 

Over 600 and more refugees arrived from 
Rezaieh yesterday and still more are coming. 

The committee is reported to be living on 
loot and robbery while in the meantime the 
police do not venture out. 8ome members are 
said to be forcing villages to sign in favour o 
an Independent government of the 8oviet type. 

I have had a long conversation with my Soviet 
colleague to-day and hope that the Russian 
forces will be Instructed to support the police 
in the interests of law and order. The above 


from 


Jan. 17 th 
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H.M.Minister, TEHRAN. 


TO: FOREIGN OFFICE 


87. 


Addressed to 
repeated to 
" to 

" to 

" to 

” to 


Date: 18th January 1942. 


t 


Foreign Office No 

Ankara . ” 

Kuibysheff ... " 

Gov.of India SAVING 

Baghdad."I n 

Cairo . " 


87, 

12 , 

27, 

No. 


\ 7 

A x / 

/Or / , «S 
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Following is repetition of TABRIZ telegram No.9, of January 14th. 

BEGINS: Governor-General REZAIEH has resigned and Mayor fled 
here while Chief of Police refuses to go outside his house. 

Two Gendarmes, not four, were murdered, two Assyrian partisans 
were arrested but Russians compiled their release. 

2. Soviet authorities here today ordered any machine guns 
held by the Gendarmerie to be sent to TEHRAN. 


3. Soviet Consul-General denies to me any Russian un¬ 
desirable propaganda or interference, and even denies existence 
of political officers here! He was taken aback when I recited 
the four worst offenders’ names. Perhaps he, like the Soviet 
Ambassador, is kept in ignorance of these persistent and stupid 
activities. It seems to be the policy of Outer-Mongolia and 
Sin-Kiang again, and may soon exasperate the Turks alleged by 
Soviet authorities to be massed on Iranian frontier. Local 
authorities are completely discouraged and will do nothing te 
positive to redress the situation unless the Russians first 
dis-avow their annarent intrigues among population, ENDS. 










Te leg rax 

No. 94 

DIPP. 



From* 

To* 

Rptd. 


Dated* 

Despd. 


Sir H. Knatohbull-Hugessen. Angora 
Mr Sdan. Foreign cfflee 
Tehran No. 

Cairo No. 



No. 1_ 

14th January 1942 

" w 18.50 



My telegram No. 2916 and my telegram No. 69. ^ 

of Foreign Affaire have now sent me a third 
Aide Mimolre dated January 10th. 






1 1 


2 . 


referring 


3ovlet 



eatatlone mentioned in paragraph 2 of my telegram 

•ent of Monsieur Moloto' 


manlf- 

2839. 


alleges (contrary to statement of 
In paragraph 2 of your telegram No. 2684) that It was at 
Soviet authorities' Invitation that Kurdish ohlefs (of 
whom five are luoted by name) went to Baku to discuss plans 

Aide Kemolre states that each 


for Kurdish Independence 
ohlef was presented by 3 
rifle and a wireless set 
they 






set. On their return to Rlsalyeh 
ive been welcomed by hundreds of Kurds 
bearing flags and portraits of Stalin and Molotov and 
shouting "long live Bolshevlan”. 

3. According to Aide Mimolre It was deolded at Baku to 
set up a Central "Deliverance* committee as the nucleus of 
the new Kurdish Independent State. 


4 


urther meetings are then stated to have been 


Rlsalyeh at which the oath of Independenoe was administered 
to Kurdish. Armenian and Assyrian members of the Committee, 
which Is alleged already to oomprlse 10.000 members and 
to have publlely announced that If It were not given looal 
powers It would take them by foroe. Dissidents are said 
to have been subjected to vlolenee. 

- Aide lAmolrc then alleges circumstance mentioned In 
last sentence of paragraph one of Tehran telegram No. 42 
and adds that Kurdish. Armenian and Assyrian tribal 
elements hold at least 10.000 rifles. 



6. Zt alleges that soviet authorities pay no attention 
to complaints of the population and even go so far as to 

set at liberty erlmlnala held by the Iranian authorities. 

#■ 

7. At Baku Q.P.U. Is stated to have ordered Kurdish 
Chiefs to use fores If the Iranian polios attempted to 
disarm them. Banditry Is said to be rife In and around 
Rlsalyeh. 



8. soviet forces of occupation are said to be giving 
free rein to Irredentist propaganda In Feral ami Azerbaijan 
and for this purpose to be spreading reports of the very 
satisfactory conditions In which the Turks In Russlaua 
Azerbaijan are said to live. 


9* Copy of Aide Memoire by bag. 



Please repeat to Kuibyshev as my telegram No. 
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From: H.M.Minister 


Date: 9th 


Addressed to 


to India. 

to Ankara ... 

to Cairo . SAVING 
to Baghdad- * 


Your telegram N 0 


Iranian Government confident that 


ilitary 


operations have removed danger for some time, weanwhil 

- ' M ■ ‘ • ‘ ' ‘ ' ® • •• • 

publication of our declaration that our policy is to en 


courage the Iranian Government to restore their authority 


to redress all legitimate grievances has 

• • T - • . 

anian Government evidence of our sincerity 


in nTRGTSTAN 


both given the 


the Kurdish leaders 


falsity 


their follower# that the 


ported by 


Minister for 


adml 18 


Kurds are not a solution and that 


Victories over 


It is however doubtful! whether the 


military authorities share this view. I am. 1 asking..Iranian 


to us so that you 


to impart their plans of 


may be informed 


I hope that the situation 


l 
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your tel^am .under reply 
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.there is no Kurdish who -would 
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Governor of Furdistan.. 
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CO PY OF TELEGRAM. 
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From H.M. Ambassador, To Office* 

Bagdad. 

Date . 22 nd January, 1942 

No.. .80. . Time despatched . 
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Addressed to FOREIGN OFFICE No. 80 


Rptd. to Tehran No. 9 Saving. 

r 

Situation revealed in Tehran telegram No. 76^ 
causes me some anxiety. If movement which Russians 


are now encouraging among Kurds spreads southwards 
infection of Iraqi Kurds will probably follow. I 
hope therefore that new arrangements which H.M. 
Minister is making to meet the 


is making to meet the suggestions of 
General Wavell set out in your telegram No. 1235 will 
enable closer contact to be established with Persian 


stronger intervention 


Kurdish tribes outside Russian zone, together with 

ing at the speedy settlement 
of the present conflict between the tribes and the 
Persian Government. Planned political activity 
of this kind seems to be the best means open to us 
locally to prevent spread of disorder. In view of 
what Russians are themselves doing in Kurdish distric 
I assiane that fear of Soviet Government's acting 

dlar manner need no longer be considered as 

* abstaining ourselves from political 
Persian Kurdistan. 


CORNWALLIS 
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Tehran telegram No* 76* 

Sir R* Bollard's tentative analysis of 
; intentions and motives seem to me con 


vincing* Vital question ism the extent, if any, 
to which the policy of the Soviet Qovt* differs from 
that of their officials*and agents on the spot* 

And I think we mast face the probability that there 
is little difference* ' 

)« ? m •: t • * 1 /r 

2* The Soviet Govt* have always regarded 

proximity of Baku oilfields to Persian frontier as 
almost, if not quite, as dangerous as the proximity 
of Leningrad to old Finnish and Baltic frontiers; 
and as with these latter frontiers their only chance 
of making a change is to take action while the war 
is still on* 


extent, if any. 


3* 


Moreover it is not only a question of long 
y: our undisguised interest in Caucasia 


term policy: our undl 
(compare A.0*C. Iraq's 


telegram No* 1391 


aq's iqyrttM proposal in Bagdad 
of Dec* 20th last) though in fact 


based on perfectly sound considerations of joint 
resistance to the Axis, has never ceased to excite 
Soviet suspicions* They believe - not without some 
reason - that the result of another Genian drive 
and consequent weakening of their own position in 
the Caucasus might be a situation in which we should 
consider British intervention essential, while they 
did not* 


4* On this basis, it is clear that no mere 

appeal to reason will avail* Representations 
already made by yourself and Sir 8* Cripps in Moscow 
regarding Kurdish situation met with disingenuous 
replies - particulsrly as regards "culturalS" visit 


it is clear that no mere 


replies 
to Baku* 


particulsrly as regards 


visit 


Our only hope of deflecting the Soviet 


Government from their present policy is to convince 
them that it would not pay them* 


5* 


Can we do this? 


I do not think that the 


Soviet Govt* would be quite so indifferent to inter¬ 
fering in Persian supply route as 8ir R* Bullard 
suggests in paragraph 8 (4) of his telegram under 
reference* They are well aware of the limitations 
of the northern sup ply route (utilisationof which 

M Fi l-X /has - - 
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has not in fact been appreciably Improved by their Victories 
In the north because their Internal communications In that 
region were never seriously Impaired) and I feel sure that 
they would regard with real concern the possibility of a 
breakdown of the southern route* 


CL/Uo 


6. 


Difficulty might, however, be, as 8ir R* Bullard 
to convince the Soviet Govt, that interference in 


. ■ i 


i ■> 


suggests, to convince the Soviet Govt* that interference in 
the southern route would be a necessary consequence of the 
strengthening of their own hold on Azerbaijan or of the dis¬ 
ruption of Persian state* They might think that in fact so 
long as they and we had troops along the main supply routes, 
these routes would be as secure as before, and that sub¬ 
stitution of direct for indirect allied control! might even 
increase their security* i 


7* I am, of course, aware of the extreme difficulty 

at the present juncture of coupling any representations on 
this subject with a'threat - even a disguised threat* 

But unless we could produce convincing proof that the line 
of thought suggested in previous paragraph would in fact be 
quite wrong, it may be that the only action which would give 
the Soviet Govt* the needed jolt and prevent northern Persia 
at least from going the way of the Baltic states with incal¬ 
culable consequences to our'whole position in the near and 
middle Bast;, would be a firm hint to the Soviet Ambassador, 
that persistence in the present Soviet policy in Azerbaijan 
would mean an interruption of Persian supply route - bec&gge 
we should make'it our business to see that it did* 


aware of the extreme difficulty 


India 3> 


Please repeat to Tehran'as my telegram No* 13 
lairo 6, Bagdad 2, An go re 2* 
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Your telegram No. 2684 to ANKARA. 


Turk!sh 


T 


REZAIEH to the following effect 


n 


f 

u 


BEGINS: 

Kurds, Armenians and Assyrians formed party called 
'’liberation" and posted notices calling upon the government offici 
to leave REZAIEH. Police officer and Assyrian who refused to Join 
this party murdered. Aimed bands comminuting robberies in country 
and town. December 31st Soviet authorities ordered the Governor t 
reduce number of police in REZAIEH from 100 to 45 otherwise they 
would disband excess over 45 . 


v 




w 


2. Minister for Foreign Affairs gave me similar information 
and added that at MAKU Soviet authorities ordered withdrawal of 
Persian-speaking officials saying that only Turkish-speaking men 
were accentable. 


3. I never quote Persian reports to the Soviet Embassy partly 



because I distrust their accuracy and partly because the Embassy 
are sufficiently suspicious already end if the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs 18 to be believed Soviet Ambassador has more than once asked 
him why the Iranian Government always complain against the Soviet 
and never against the British authorities. I however used the 
report of ths Ttrrkikh Consul as the basis of a talk with the Soviet 
Ambassador, with the approval of the Turkish Ambassador. The ex¬ 
cuse I gave was that any difference in policy between us might in¬ 
volve us both in difficulty especially if exploited by third parties 
I reminded the Ambassador that I had kept him informed abcrtt our 
Kurdish policy and said that if he wished 4e-4n€em for information 
in that or any other point in our policy in Iran I should be happy 
to supply it. Ambassador did not question my right to raise the 
subject of Soviet policy in AZERBAIJAN but did not agree that it was 
faulty in any way. ^ 

• 11 ‘\* , • / ' . < V ' fl, * , . • ^ / ul V • 1 •• ** * * 9 • |l ' XJk . ' ' * i'.’ ]* '/ .* % 1 j i . *. 7 . P| ! *» . * ^vjAS'% 
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4. Ambassador accused the Governor of REZAIEH of being disloyal 
For instance he had given arms to some of the Kurds on the grounds 
that they were w g®od": Kurds, Ambassador was convinced (though he 
had not yet received the information for which he had asked the 
Soviet authorities concerned) that the liberation movement if there 
was such a thing was either spontaneous or had been staged by ths 
Governor for some end of his own. I asked on what principle the y \.l 
Soviet authorities were acting in limiting the number of police *id 
gendarmes and explained that the British authorities imposed no 
such limitations in their zone as they feared that the Iranian 
Government might use it as an excuse for failure to maintain inter¬ 
nal security. Ambassador said that the security organisation 
collapsed at the time of the Soviet occupation and that then the 
Minister of the Interior asked for permission to re-establish it 
the Soviet authorities asked how many men he wanted in each place 
and assented to these numbers: doubtless the Iranian Government had 
exceeded the agreed number at REZAIEH but the Iranian Government ha^ 

in fact asked that in certain places the numbers should be increase^ 
and the Soviet authorities were considering the request. f 
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i'tvirmZ Minister for Foreigfc<cAJff air ^ has aent me a^ copy pf note 
to the Soviet Amheesador in whrtfti'hkJrefers to the InclHents at 
REZAIEH and UAKU arid says 'that thej Iranian Oover nm e nt ~propo se ti 
send troops to those parts. I will telegraph again about this. 
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British Consulate, 

TABRIZ. 

December 18th, 1941. 


Sir, 

I have the honour to transmit herewith translations of 
extracts from the local newspapers "Azerbaijan" (published 
by an Iranian Azerbaijani named All Shabistary, but sus¬ 
pected of being under Russian influence at least), and 
"Vatan Yolinda", published by the Red Army at Tabriz in the 
local Turkish Dialect. 

2. Before considering these extracts. It may be useful to 
what the Soviet authorities at Baku are alleged to have said 
to the delegations of Kurds and of non-Kurdish Azerbaijanis 
who were recently taken on a so-called cultural visit there. 

I am told by my Turkish colleague, who naturally takes a keen 
interest in the subject, that the Kurds were addressed separat¬ 
ely; they were to return home and^reflect on the wonderful 
things they had seen at Baku, but to be peaceful and law- 
abiding among themselves and towards their neighbours, and 
one day they would "realize their hopes"• The tther Azer¬ 
baijanis are said to have been addressed by Bakhiroff, the 
President of the Soviet Azerbaijan Republic in person. He 
18 abated to have said that as one of the same race and blood, 
he felt as deeply for the so recently oppressed Iranian Azer¬ 
baijanis as they did for themselves, if not more so. But their 
hardships and calamities were now over, and they would never 
be allowed to recur. The frontier between Soviet Azerbaijan 
and Persian Azerbaijan no longer existed in a cultural or 
psychological sense, and the day would come when the whole 
of Azerbaijan would be one. 

5. I have so far not had an opportunity of checking this, but 
it seems to accord with what I have recently noticed and 
reported to you in various telegrams regarding the apparent 
attitude of the aibordinate officers of the Russian political 
branch here. While Major-Generals and Colonels directed from 
Moscow may say one thing, their persistent, not particularly 
well-educated subalterns of Caucasian, Armenian or Russo- 
Azerbaijanl blood end sympathies may be doing quite another, 
and it is not always clear where the control lies. 

4. Their Tabriz newspaper ("For the Country", a somewhat am- 
blgtous titled) is published by a Baku Azerbaijani named 
Azaroglou. When the Iranian authorities once mildly pointed 
out that their press-laws had not been observed or any permit 
obtained for this journal, they were told that it was not really 
an Iranian paper, but was published for the Soviet’s "own people" 
here, which could only mean their political officers end the 
gang of so-called "refugee" riff-ralT they use as spies and 
informers, who surely can hardly read or write. But efforts 
are being made to Increase the circulation, beginning with the 
schools, share the policy is to advise the use of the local 

form / 


His Majesty's Minister, 

British Legation, 





form of Turkish in speaking Ad reading, instead of the 
Persian hitherto exclusively used. The reason for this 
policy on the part of the Soviet political branch can bear 
only one meaning in the local Iranian eyes* At the same 
time another pan-Azerbaijan supposedly independAt newspaper 

i8 seen suddenly to burst forth into twice weekly circulation, 
with continual complaints against the Iranian administration, 
open accusations of bribery and corruption in high plaoes, 
and the same fervent insistence on Azerbaijans rights to auto¬ 
nomy and to the use of its Turkish dialect - while byaa co¬ 
incidence the only other newspaper and local competitor, 
advocating for its part sweet reasonableness, distrust of 
demagogues, and support of the present Iranian Government, is 
seen suddenly to be raided by the Soviet authorities Ad 
closed down for alleged Fascist propaganda* 


I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Tour most obedient 

humble Servant. 


(Sgd.) M. J. 000K. 





December 8th. 


Since the Pahlevi regime began 17 years ago, they have 
stopped our mother-tongue and forced ub to learn their 
language. You people of Azerbaijan, now is the chance to 
serve our mother tongue, let us open schools, study our 
philosophy and literature and eduoate our children in our 
own tongue, so that within six years we may have doctors, 

engineers etc. 

In the middle ages Tabriz was one of the great cities 
of Azerbaijan, but it has fallen behind the other cities of 
Azerbaijan such as Baku, Ganja and others, yet still remains 
great. It was the capital of Shah Ismail Safavl, the cradle 
of merchants, travellers, historians and rulers, the oentre 
of trade between Turkey, Russia and India, If you study 
the historians you will see that Tabriz is Azerbaijani, and 
the district has not fallen under the influence of Persians, 
Turks or Tartars, but has remained the country of the great 
nation which lived there independent long ago. Why are 
Tabriz and its Azerbaijanis different from the others, 
forming a special people? It is because its language, 
character, habitat and economic life are one, and Tabriz 
and the Azerbaijanis are quite different from the Uzbegs, 
Persians, Turkomans, Ottomans and others in those four 
respects. 


December 11th. 


What has caused 


misfortunes of Azerbaijan? Strangers 

to stir 



gross 


have taken advantage of our sincerity and simplicity 
up strife and enmity among us, and have hindered all 

It is time to wake up, to put away enmity and to 
cease being a tool in the hands of others, who have always 
tried to destroy the Azerbaijanis beoause they realized that 

__b, Armenians, Kurds, Assyrians and others were to 

unite, they would form a nation famous throughout East and 
West, We call specially upon the Kurds and Shahsevanls, the 
brave tribes of purer origin to realize that they are Azer¬ 


baijanis and 


join us in unity mid friendship 



In the world there is none so brave as the Kurd, the 
lover of freedom and pleasure, famous for his noble origin, 
the enemy of the cruel. 

Where are our Armenian brethren, where are our beloved 
Assyrians, and when will you join us? We are the children 
ofAzerbaljan, the champions of the oppressed, the fearless 
slayers of tyrants, our power is in union and our honour and 
our future depend upon it. 


December 15th 



Although we have tried to explain our ideas olearly, 
there are some among both Azerbaijanis and Tehranis who 
isinterpret our intention. 

We believe that everyone should have freedom of speech 
thought and writing, but should look on each other as 


language 


and not use liberty to destroy the rights of others 

that each nation should cherish its own 
ms and character, and should struggle for 


its / 


its own progress and against interference from outside. 

';Ve say that Azerbaijan has its special customs and nation¬ 
ality, and that its language should be studied in the school! 
and have its books written in it. 

We wish to tell our Persian-speaking friends (especially 
the Tehranis), that they must not think lhat we hate them or 
think of them as our enemies; on the contrary, we know they 
are our brothers, but at the same time we declare that their 
interference in our language, character axd administration 
isagainst all humanity and law. Our complaint is that while 
we have looked on them as brothers, they have always eon- 
sideredus Azerbaijanis as their servants and underlings. 

Why do we work, and they reap the benefit? Why does a 
quarter of the national revenue come from Azerbaijan, but 
not one tenth Is used for Its people? They have no Interest 
in us, but only In our wealth and the fruits of our toll. 

How is it that while Azerbaijanis are famous for their 
energy and intellect, they have no right to public employ¬ 
ment here, while Persian-speaking officials are appointed 
instead? 

We address ourselves especially to those who 
deliberately misinterpret us. We believe in what we write 
and have not sold our conscience to others. We will defend 
our rights and national wealth, and while we help those who 
respect our nationality, we will fight to the last against 
those who want to encroach upon our nation, language, 
customs and prosperity. 


traet from "V 
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Red A 




A* (newspaper published 
z. in Azerbaijan Turkish.} 


December 17th, 1942, 


Letter from Urmia. 

Dear Red Army, 

Your releasing a nation from misery and 
disaster is better than a matter of conscience (l.e. than 
a quibble over ideology?). We Kurds, one of the oldest and 
noblest of races, have been oppressed by our enemies, and 
for some years have had no pleasure in life. In a fertile 
district like Kurdistan poor villagers, farmers and workers 
could not find bread 4 where were the crops going? The 
Fascists regarded Kurds and Azerbaijanis as the lowest of 
men, calling the former cruel savages and the latter Turk! 
asses. 

On August 27th the Red Army came, and after 
killing a few Fascist released thousands of oppressed 
patriots. That date is one written in ineffaceable letters 
in Kurdish hearts. Dear Red Army, there is a voice crying 
in Kurdistan and saying: "Please carry out your good deeds 
to the end and complete our freedom, so that as long as the 
World lasts the Kurds may be our brothers." 

(Sgd.) Rahman Zabihi, 

w 

* iV 

a Kurd of Sauj-Bulagh, 

\ v 
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Thank you for your letter 
dated 12th January 1942 to 
Colonel Boyce. 

Colonel Boyce is away but I have 
spoken with the Force Commander who 
discussed recently with the Minister in 

Teheran the subject in question. A reply 

# 

to telegram 525 was therefore unnecessary. 

The Force Comnander does not 
agree that Kurdish rebels should be 
denounced by name and considers that what 
has been notified in general terms is 


ficient now. 



Yours sincerely. 


f 







Capt. V. Holt. C.U.G. 

Oriental Secretar 


The 



A 


British Imbassy, 

BAGHDAD. 





Jr r* Er**" 


* 


v 




/ 


.* 


u u 


\ 



1 

/ 


t 





A 



kX. 



H©w received : 

\ 


From : 3j. r r. Bullard 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 




Copies to : 


TEHRAN. 

% ^ 


BAGDAD. 

Coc. 

Despatched : 

15 . 1 . 1140. 

/?aC 

Received : 

15.1. 1730. 

ClCC 

Decyphered : 

15 . 1 . 1900 




ARAP 


No. 23 


of 15th Jan. 1942 



IMPORTANT (First of 2 Parts) 

Addressed to Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs tel. No. 76 of 15 th Jan. 
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Please repeat to Kuibyshev 
Repeated to Govt, of India 

Cairo tel. No* 


36, 



Bagdad tel. 
Angora tel. 


No 

No 


as my tel.No 
tel. No. 

13, 

23, 

II. 


25 


My telegram No. 42 and my telegram No. 


. ■'O 

68 . 




+ 1 change 
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The Tuakish Embassy and the Persian 
Government have both received official information 
on January 13th that the Kurds had seized 
Rezaffeh and that Persian (officials) had fled. 
Botlr of them tend to be alarmist but see above 
mentioned telegram from H.M. Consul Tabriz. 

Before I had seen this telegram I asked the 
Soviet Ambassador whether he had news from 


Rez 

res 


ajfeh. 

fgned 


He safiA that the Governor had 


SMK/CW 

JB 

RK 





ed and left; that it was the Governor 
who had sown the trouble by arming the Kurds 
and by other acts; and that all was now quiet. 
The Turkish Ambassador and the Persian Government 
regard the situation as having been deliberately 
brought about by the Russians, and there is 
[uoh to support this belief. 


2 . 


I pointed out long ago that 


Russians 


interpretation of non-intervention in internal 
affairs differed from ours. In the early days 
of the occupation they would refuse to assist 
in the suppression of disorder after they had 
dlsanned the gendarmerie and town-police. In 
Azerbaijan they have placed the authorities at 
a disadvantage and have allowed disorder to 
take its course, if not encouraged it. 


3. 


According to the Minister for Foreign 




Affairs, the Soviet Ambassador says that he 
telegraphed to Moscow more than once about the 
Persian request to be allowed to increase the 
gendarmerie but has had no reply. The Ambassador 
has no influence with the Soviet authorities 
in Azerbaijan, and j.s not even well informed 
as a rule. Whether Moscow formulated the policy 
which is being followed is (unknown)+ . They 

will repudiate it if it suits them to do so, 
but it would be difficult to deny the responsibil¬ 
ity of the local Soviet authorities. 
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TELEGRAM. 


From : 


To : H. M. AMBASSADOR, 
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+ 


2 changes 


+ 1 change 


The 


authorities have refused 


allow Persian troops to he stationed not 


only 


sian 


hut anywhe re 
It is 


north of Qazvin-Tehran-Meshed line, 
impossible for (Persians) + to maintain erder 

with the gendarmerie alone. (ii) For some 

weeks after the occupation, police and gendarmerie 

were not allowed to carry arms. The Persian 

Government declared that the arrangement hy 

which the Soviet military authorities allowed 

of a certain number of armed men 

various places referred only to gendarmes, 

and that there was no limitation of the number 

of police; and that the Soviet authorities 

recently ordered reductions of gendarmerie 

the agreed scale. My own beli 

There was, however, 
a rough map on 

which numbers were marked here and there. In any 
case if the Soviet authorities really wished, as 
they allege, to support the Government, there 
was no reasonable ground for refusing the-increase 
of gendarmerie in the areas obviously distvfebed 
especially as there was no military support, or 
for ordering reduction of the town police. A 
reduction in Tabriz from 400 to 205 was ordered 
at a moment when, as H.M. Consul reports, Kurds, 


that the 


town 


limited. 


no written agreement, but only 


loment when, 
armed with rifles 



Impunity, 
taken to Baku 


tommy 


gun 

(iii) Kurdish 
cultural v 


walking 


There is plenty of evidence that the invitations 
were pressing, (iv) Although complete evidence 
cannot be obtained, there is no doubt that on the 
whole individual Soviet officers and commissars, 
if not the Soviet authorities, have encouraged 
the minority and local feeling against the Central 
Government, labourer against landlord, tax-payer 
against the Government, the Turkish against the 
Persian language, and in fact all tendencies 
for disruption. 


.aking 


5. 


End of Part 1. 
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SECOND OF TWO PARTS. 

My belief at first was that the soviet Govt, 
would postpone until after evacuation any serious 
attempt to disrupt Persia and would content them¬ 
selves with studying the situation and acquiring 
agents. Recent events in Azerbaijan however suggest 
an Intention to go further. if there is such 


influence of the new factors, e.g 


under 




Victories over the Germans which not only 
increase the welgxt of Russia in alliance hut 
make it less necessary to conciliate the Persians. 

Realisation of key position which Russia 
holds in the par East. 

(3) Discovery from the inside of rottenness of 
Persian state. 

British loyalty to the Persian Government which 
has prevented our encouraging Kurds and has thus 
left opening for Russians to pose as their friend. 



KSktt G 






Jf/SK 

RX 



Whatever the motives behind the soviet policy 
in Azerbaijan, situation is disturbing, and can only 
be improved if the Persian Government are treated in 
the north as we treat them in the south, l.e. are 


allowed to have as many police and gendarmerie a 
they consider necessary and to support them with 

ther 


number of troops 


Whe 


that would 


suffice without cooperation or at least non¬ 
intervention from soviet authorities, such as 
may not be forthcoming is an open question but 
it is essential minimum. soviet oovernaait are 
not likely to grant that minimum on appeal from the 
Persian Government and I can only suggest that His 
Majesty's Government should take up the question wi 
the soviet Government on the basis of infor 
received from the Turks, and from His Majesty 
Consul at Tabriz. 


7. 


Trouble in Azerbaijan offers great disadvantages 


for us but fact must be faced that these may not 
weigh seriously with the soviet Government* whose 
possible attitude i have suggested in brackets after 
considerations given in the next paragraph. 

8. 


( 1 ) 


Encouragement of Kurds in the N«rth will make 


British 


the sou 


Enl*' 

uth 


difficult. Already 


military authorities are afraid to continue 


operations northwards 


that the Russians 


should incite the Kurds to resistance 


(Excellent 



Kurds will now realise that Russia is their 


friend) 


( 2 ) 



I 


. 


2 



2 

son® 

upon. 




Turkish Government sill he even more suspicious of the 
intention. (Whatever we did Turkey would not he relied 
We are heating the Germans and can ignore Turkey - at 


least at present). 


(3) Belief that trouble in Azerbaijan is being encouraged 
the Russians with a view to eventual annexation is paralysing 
the Persian Ministry of war, who are unable to attend to urgent 

aintenance of security elsevhere (Persian 
Government is hopeless anyhow and racy in any case why should 
we foster feform of an Army which might be used against us later) 


by 


problems such as 


(4) Disorder 
of communication. 


ay spread and may affect AUglo-Russian lines 
(These lines will matter leas because our 


victories in Northern Russia will enable greater quantities 
of goods and war material to be carried via Murmansk. For 
line of communication in our area we will (be) answerable. 
Only Important other line that might be affected is ROwanduz 
road which would only be required for British reinforcements 
for the Caucasus, and we do not need such reinforcements; or 
if we should need them a little soviet frightfulness would 
soon reduce the Kurds to order). 


the 



Chaos in the North and North-west which are amongst 
chest areas hinders our attempt to rehabilitate the 
economic life of Persia (who wants to do anything of the 
kind? a strong Persia may suit Great Britain, but it does 
not suit us. 


desperate 9 


8. 


0 u r policy thrives best where people are 

poverty and mis government). 




w.g 


When perslm officials plead apprehension about 
Soviet policy in Iran i never fall to remind them that 
when the Treaty is signed they will be in a better position 
for discussing this as well as other questions with soviet 
Government and that their fear that the treaty will make 
no difference can be tested by the simple expedient of 
migning it. unfortunately Azerbaijan situation affects not 
only the interests of Persia but ours too* 
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rp td to 


Addressed to 


REIGN 0 


CE NO 



Kuibishev no. 3, 
Tehran No. 5, 

Bagdad No. 9, 


Beirut no 
Cairo No. 


e, 

29. 


® = w.g. 

3 chs for 


"ish" 


A 


in conversation with the Mini a ter for 
Foreign Affairs today, i spoke of Kurd @ 
question on lines indicated in second(+) paragraph 


telegrai 


♦ 


1 ch. 


NO. 27. I 

stated that there were no grounds 
suspecting any political motive^) on 
of the soviets. Yoi 


that Molotov 


♦/ 


had left a paper on ■ 
subject with Stalin, and instructions were 
bev issued to investigate the natter which 
would in due course be clarified. Molotov 
had stated that there were no important 
political factors and the soviets had no 
political axe to grind, and there was no 
1 in van. I reason for Turkish uneasiness ( 4 ./). 


par 

he 


t 


amA| 2. 



N* 

2 chs 


also Informed the Minister for Foreign 


Affairs of Kuibishev 

he had 


(♦♦) 
dy r 


telegram 


He 


received suggestion 


Turkish Government should approach soviet Govt 
directly. 



mut.gp. 


5. 

9 

r 




The Minister for Foreign Affairs received 

statement with seme scepticism, 
arking that much play was made with the word 


"political" 


said that this word ought to 


anything connected with intrigues 
Kurdish independence or activities against 


States in which the Bards lived 


The Minister 


m Hi 



4. 


Foreign Affairs was not reassured. 

As regards Kurds in Iraq., 1 informed him 
of Bagdad telegram no. 1366. I added that while 
in Bagdad last week 1 had spoken to Hia Majesty's 

Ambassador and to General officer Commanding. 

Both had said that Sards in Iraq were well in 
henfl and both had expressed the view that as 
regards iraqj. &,rds there was no cause for anxiety 




regards Kurds in 


informed hi 



5 ~ * 


• „ . ; - - 




aa r 


that, while in Aloppo* 1 had seen colonel Elphinston 
who had told me that jeladet Badr Khan had recently 
renewed( 4 .) his promise originally made to General 
Neygand not to create trouble for the Turks "ho 
were our Allies. 

6 . in general the Minister for Foreign Affairs 

seemed easy(+) in his mind as regards Birds 
everywhere except in persia. 

7 # also expressed considerable anxiety as 

regards Russian activities in A*erbaizan generally. 


3K/JP 

An 



8 . 


Euibi shev as my 
*e 1 rut as my 




12th January,1942. 



X notice that in thr. enclosure to /our 
despatch Ho.3d of the 28th December,1941 v it Is stated 

that during the course of an interview with 
representatives of the Tehran press the Persian Minister 
for War stated Inter alls that "lea avlons brltannlques 
aurvolant cea regions ont lance paral lea Kurdes dea 
tracts leur cancel1lant d'arreter leur opposition 


contra le gouvemeaent et de se rendre, en preclaant 

lent britannlque n*envisage nullament 

a l'avenlr l'eventnallte de la 



qua is gouvera 

envlaager a paa 


creation d'un gouvemeaent qui s'lntltuleralt gouveme 


nan 



Kordeatan 




2. X should he glad If /ou would tell ae whether 

this statement Is true. Proa the despatch of His 
Majesty*s Consul at Keraanshah Ko.72 of the 17th 

December, 1941* to you and hia telegram Ho. 56 of the 
26th D »somb er, X understand that leaflets had been 

dropped froai Pare lan, not British, a ire raft, and the 
guarded wording of the specimen leaflet enclosed with 
the above-m en ttoned despatch does not seen to Justify 
the interpretation given to it by Monsieur HttkhdJavan. 


3. X am sending a copy of thiB despatch to Hie 

Majesty's Prlneipel Secretary of Stat.» for Foreign 

Affairs. 

VH/KC 

mwr , X have the honour to be, 

rk \ n 8ir, 

./| I \ Your Obedient Servant, 


Hia Excellency, 

Sir Reader Ballard, 

K.C.M.O., C.X.K., 

etc., etc. 


iSd.) K'i r u '-r CcrmvaUi • 
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All paragraphs but the last of this letter deal 
in the main with the affair of the pamphlets signed by 
His Majesty’s Consul at Kermanshah which were dropped 
by Persian airdraft on Knrdish villages in Persia (some 
probably by error were dropped on border villages in Iraq). 
Your Excellency was not consnlted about the dropping of 
the pamphlets bnt yon were kept informed of what was 
being arranged by means of the repetition to yon of 

the telegrar®which passed between Tehran and Kermanshah 
on this subject. 


The sitoation in Persian Kurdistan was 
being dealt with by His Majesty's Minister at T 
the British military anthoriti.es concerned. 


Knrdistan was naturally 
Minister at Tehran and 


military authorities concerned. 




Mr. Vaughan Rnssell was aware of the fact that 
it was undesirable to drop bombs and pamphlets together 
(16/289/41) and reported later that the leaflets were 
dropped on December 17th and bombs on December 20th. 

So it does not appear that they were mixed. 


As regards policy I agree with Colonel Lyon 
in feeling that there has been drift and lack of 
coordination. No general directive has been issued 
by His Majesty's Government or the Minister of State 
and there is a bewildering number of cooks trying to 
make the broth. 


There are the Foreign Office, 

His Majesty's Legation at Tehran, 
His Majesty'8 Embassy at Angora, 
the Minister of State, 

Mideast Bureau, 

Colonel Elphinston (in what 
y--/ capacity I don't know^but he 

has Just put out another note 
on the Kurds) 


M 


olonel 

Mrselv 




on. 


the Govt, of 
the G.O.C. I 


India, and 


Iraq and Persia 


Each one naturally and properly tends to deal with the 
question within what he considers to be his own sphere of 
responsibility and contradiction between the line taken 
by one with that adopted by another inevitably results. 

The problem,in its sssence,is how to keep the 
Kurds well enongh disposed towards the British to 
prevent their being captured by Axis blandishments, 
without encouraging them to think that we are supporting 
them against the several governments whose subjects they 
are. This politicd tight-rope walking can only be 
performed if policy is carefully balanced everywhere 
by one authority. With so many separate centres of 
control there is bound to be an overwbalanc ing in one 
direction or the other from time to time.though not 
necessarily a fall. ' 


I fear that Colonel Lyon will regard our 
request to the Iraqi Government to put pressure on Hama 
Rashid Khan to withdraw to Iraq from Persia as being 

likely still further to estrange the Kurds. I think 
he is coming to Bagdad soon end the best course would 
probably be for Your Excellency to discuss all these 
things with him when he comes. 


The 




\ 





The last paragraph concerns a local incident which 
I believe is being cleared np by the Iraqi and Persian 
anthorities concerned. • a'.' > _ij 


10th January,19U2. 












D0/11/640. 

POLITICAL ADVISER'S OFFICE, 

NORTHERN AREA? 

KIRKUK, 4TH JANUARY, 1942. 





In continuation of my last personal letter of 
23rd December, in response to a request by Fletcher I met 
him in Khanaain on the 2nd and I now see what General 
Cuinan was getting at when I saw him here on 21st. Fletcher 
wanted to know (A) what effect the recent dropping of leeflets 
and bombs in Persian Kurdistan had had or was likely to have, 
(B) what was happening about the settlement of frontier raids 
in the Khanacin area. 





v?hen our troops .first went to Persia I understswd 
that the British authorities were going to avoid all 
interference in internal affairs. When Fletcher was last in 
Baghdad it was decided to encourage the Persians to lieten to 
Kurdish grievances, and to adopt a more 1 democratic attitude 
towards them. Something in the nature of a Jiraa was 
suggested for arriving at a peaceful settlement. 

Khans' Agent was tqld by Holt that as long as they did'nt 
interfere with our troops or Line of Communication we would 
not take sides against than. 

I have now gathered from Fletcher that General 
fhahbakhti made little or no attempt to proceed on these lines 


Hama Reshid 



or to make any real attempt to listen to or redness grievances. 
His procedure was to work through chiefs like Mahmud Khsn 
Kanesonan to divide Kurdish factions,at the same time 
endeavouring to squash others like Hama Reshid Khan. 

HBd our troops evacuated Senna it is quite possible 
that the Kurds would have taken it, but their duration has 
apparently led to entanglement with interior affairs and 
General Shah Bakhti has evidently manoeuvered things to a point 


y 

/ 


0 







1 



.1 


Becember 16th and 


tore mixed with bombs the next 


lX 


0^—> 


Khurmal 





I enclose a specimen given me by the Mudir 
Both the wording and the circumstances s 
suggest a considerable change in policy. I do not 
whether you were consulted but I knew nothing about 




to 


know 


k. 


■h'L 




( 


US' 

C. I 


Of course my duties are confined to the Frontiers 
Northern Irao, but as you know there are many tribes which 


these frontiers 


been my object (without 


supporting Hama. Reshid Khan & Co) to keep the Kurds friendly 
and ensure their friendly co-operation with the many patrols 




*4 





which 


oving 


Dst remote place 
In this I may1think clpim some small modicum of success up 
date but though as yet there has been no reaction probably 
account of weather conditions I do not feel at all happy o 






dent about the future 


* 

i 


Kurd and had these pamphlets signed 

ed with bombs it would 



British Consul dropoed x 
need much Germen propaganda to 
double crossing. Hama Reshid Khan 
undesirable person but when the Persians start 
Kurds in the area as seems likely, the call fo 


the British were 


doubt be an 



r ^ tribesmen affected is unlikely to go unanswered, and we may 

^ think you should 


Jjv•** Iti ( V 


%uUihi((k( 




As regards the settlement of Frontier raids in the 
Khanaoin area, since the retaliation made on Wala Koshiya by 
the Iraqi authorities (in accordance with the old Turkish 
custom) on 19th November, there have been no further raids 
by the Persian tribes, nor have the Iraqis done any raiding. 
But the Persian Frontier Commissioner is reluctant to make any 
move though the Qairaao8jn of Khanaqin has received him three 
times since the above date and is ready to co-ooerate whenever 


the Persians are prepared for negotiations. 


The balance of 


loot is definitely with Persia and the Oaimeqem of Ihanaqin 
says that in the past the Persian officials have shared in the 
loot^nd that this, rather than their alleged inablity to control 
the frontier tribes is the real cause of their reluctance. 

Taba Tabai is due for transfer but Fletcher is going to press 
for settlement of outstandings before he leaves. Meanwhile so 
far as the Ireoi sidd is concerned all is in good order though 
the Persians ere unable to control the Kalkhani tribe (about 
400 rifles) which seems to be the chief transgressor up to date. 
The Calmaqam thinks that if a British Political Officer was 
stationed in Caser Sherin he would be able to bring them up to 
scratch. But this would mean further interference in internal 
affairs in Persia. It seems to me that either we ought to 
clear out of Senna and every where else that does not concern 
our Line of Communication and war effort and thereby adhere to 
the original policy or else if we must interfere then we 
s he w edshould go the whole hog and insist on having things as we 
want them. At the moment we seem to be drifting. 


Sir K. Cornwallis, K.C.M.G., D.S.O., 

H.B.M's Ambassador, 

Baghdad. 











HIS Majesty’s Representative in Turkey presents his compliments 


to His Majesty's Ambassador, Bagdad 

and has the honour to transmit herewith copy of the under-mentioned 


paper. 

Angora, 

25th December, 1941* 
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Subject. 


ALLEGED DISTURBANCES AMONG THE 


KURDISH POPULATION OP IRAN 





1- M/ 
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{Similar letter to Foreign Office, 

Teheran, Cairo* 







